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Shall I the neighbours nightly reft invade. 

At her deaf doors, with fome vile ferenade ? Dryden. 
W ill. fancies he never fhouid have been the man he is, had 
not he broke windows, and difturbed honeft people with his 
xn\<ix\\^\x. Jerenades, when he was a young fellow. Ad- if on. 

To Serena'de. v. a. [from the noun.] To entertain with 
nocturnal mufick. 

He continued to ferenade her every morning, ’till the queen 
was charmed with his harmony. Speliator. 

SERE'NE adj. [ferein, French ; fe> enus, Latin.] 

1. Calm; placid; quiet. 

Spirits live infpher’d 

In regions mild, of calm and ferene air. Milton. 

The moon, frene in glory, mounts the fky. Pope. 

2. Unruffled; undiilurbed; even of temper; peaceful or calm of 
mind ; ftiewing a calm mind. 

'I here wanted yet a creature might erc£l: 

His ftature, and upright with front ferene 
Govern the reft. Milton. 

Exciting them, by a due remembrance of all that is paft, 
unto future circumfpeflion, and a frene expectation of the 
future life. Grew'; Cofmol. 

Gutta Sere'na. n f. An obftrudtion in the optick nerve. 

Thefe eyes that roll in vain. 

So thick a drop ferene hath quench’d their orbs. Milton. 
Sere'ne. n. f. [from the adjective.] A calm damp evening. 
Where ever death doth pleafe t’ appear. 

Seas, ferenes , fwords, {hot, ficknefs, all are there. Ben. folmf. 
To Sere'ne. v. a. [ ferentr, French ; Jereno, Latin.] 

1. To calm; to quiet. 

2. To clear; to brighten. Not proper. 

Take care 

Thy muddy bev’rage to ferene , and drive 
Precipitant the bafer ropy lees, • Philips. 

Sere'nely. adv. [from ferene.] 

1. Calmly ; quietly. 

The fetting fun now {hone ferenely bright. Pope. 

2. With unruffled temper; coolly. 

Whatever practical rule is generally broken, cannot be fup- 
pofed innate; it being impoffible that men would, without 
fhame or fear, confidently and ferenely break a rule, which they 
could not but evidently know that God had fet up. Loske. 

1 he nymph did like the feene appear, * 

Serenely pleafant, calmly fair: > 

Soft fell her words as flew the air. Prior. J 

St Re'neness. n.J. [ ixom ferene ] Serenity. 

Sere'nitude. n. f. [ from ferene. ] Calmnefs; coolnefs of 
mind. Not in ufe. 

From the equal diftribution of the phlegmatick humour, 
will flow quietude and Jerenitude in the- affaftions. IVotion. 
Sere'nii y. n. f. [Jerenite, Fr. from frenus, Latin.] 

1. Calmnefs; temperature. 

In the conftitution of a perpetual equinox, the beft part of 
the globe would be dcfolate; and as to that little that would 
be inhabited, there is no reafon to expeift that it would con- 
ftantly enjoy that admired calm and fermity. Bentley. 

Pure Jereniiy apace 

Induces thought, and contemplation ftill. Thcmfon. 

2. Peace; quietnefs; not dillurbance. 

A general peace and ferenity newly fucceeded a general 
trouble and cloud throughout all his kingdoms. Temple. 

3. Evcnncfs of temper ; coolnefs of mind. 

I cannot fee how any men (hould ever tranfgrefs thofc mo¬ 
ral rules, with confidence and ferenity, were they innate, and 
flamped upon their minds. Locee. 

Serge, n.f. [ferge, French; xerga, Spanifh, which Covairu- 
vias derives from xirica, Arabick; Skinner from ferge, Ger¬ 
man. a mat.] A kind of doath. 

The fame wool one man felts into a hat, another weaves 
into cloath, another into kerfey or ferge, and another into 
arras. Hale. 

Ye weavers, all your (huttles throw. 

And bid broad-cloaths and [ages grow. Guy. 

SERGEANT. n.f. [fergent, French; fergente , Italian, from 
fervicus, Latin ] 

1. An officer whole bufmefs it is to execute the commands of 
magiftrates. 

Had I but time, as this fell fergeant , death, 

Is ftridt in his arreft, oh, I could tell. Shakef. Hamlet. 
When it was day the magiftrates font die fergeants, faying, 
let thefe men go. Adlsxvi. 35. 

2 . A petty officer in the army. 

This is the fergeant. 

Who, like a good and hardy foldier, fought. Shakef. Macb. 

3. A lawye; of the higheft rank under a judge. 

None fhouid be made fergeant; , but fuch as probably might 
be held fit to be judges afterwards. Barn. 

4. It is a title given to fome of the king’s fervants: zs, fergeant 
chirurgtons. 

Se'rceaNTRY. n.f. [ixom fergeant ] 

Grand Jcrgeantry is that where one holdeth lands of the 
king by fervice, which he ought to do in his own perfon unto 
him° as to bear the king’s banner or his fpcar, or to lead his 
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hoft, or to be his marfhal, or to blow a horn, when he 
his enemies invade the land ; or to find a man at arms to fmhc 
within the four feas, or elfe to do it himfelf- or to bear “he 
king’s fword before him at his coronation, or on that day to 
be his fewer, carver, butler, or chamberlain. Petit fergeant . y 
is vvhere a man holdeth land of the king, to yield him yead? 
fome fmall tiling toward his wars: as a"fword, dagger, bow 
knife, fpcar, pair of gloves of mail, a pair of fpurs“ or fuch 



like. 


Cow-el. 


Se'rgi-antsHip. n.f [from ferjeant.] The office of a fergeant! 
Se'ries. n.f. [ferie, Fr. feries, Latin.] 

1 . Sequence; order. 

Draw out that antecedent, by reflofting briefly upon the text 
as it lies in the feries of the epiftle. I Bard of Infdelity 

The chafms of the correfpondence I cannot fupply, having 
deftroyed too many letters to preferve any feries. ' Pott 

2 . Succcffion; courfc. ? 

1 his is the feries of perpetual woe, 

Which thou, alas, and thine arc born to know. Pit/ 
SE'RIOUS. adj. [ ferieux, Fr. ferius, Latin.] 

1 . Grave; folemn; not volatile; not light cf bchav'^. 

2. Important; weighty; not trifling. 

I’ll hence to London on a ferious matter. Shakef H. VI. 
There’s nothingyirfeai in mortality ; 

All is but toys. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Se'riously. adv. [from ferious.] Gravely; folemnly; in 
earned; without levity. 

It cannot but be matter of very dreadful confideration to 
anyone, fober and in his wits, to think ferioufy with bimfelf, 
what horror and confufion muft needs fufprize that man, at 
the laft day of account, who had led his whole life by one 
rule, when God intends to judge him by another. South. 
All laugh to find 

Unthinking plainnefs fo o’etfpread thy mind. 

That thou could’ft Jerioufy perfuade the crowd 
To keep their oaths, and to believe a god. Dryden. 

Juftin Martyr, Tertullian, La&antius, and Arnobius, tell 
us, that this martyrdom firft of all made them ferioujly inqui- 
fitive into that religion, which could endue the mind with fo 
much ftrength, and overcome the fear d death, nay, raife an 
earned defire of it, though it appeared in all its terrors. ddJif. 
Seriousness, n.f [from ferious.] Gravity; folemnity; ear- 
neft attention. 

That fpirit of religion and ferioufnefs vanifhed all at once, 
and a fpirit of libertinifm anJ profanenels ftarted up in the 
room of it. Atterbury’s Sermon. 

The youth was received at the door by a fervant, who then 
conducted him with great filcncc and ferioufnefs to a long gal¬ 
lery, which was darkened at noon-day. Addifou's Spectator. 
Skrmogina'tion. n.f. [fermoiirietio, Latin ] The aci or 
practice of making fpccchcs. 

Sermocina'tor. n.f. [ fermoeinor, Latin.] A preacher; a 
fpeechmakcr. 

Thefe obftreperous fermoeir.ators make eafy imprefiion upon 
the minds of the vulgar. Howd. 

Se'rmon. n.f. [fermon, Fr. fermo, Lat.] A difeourfe of inftruc- 
tion pronounced by a divine for the edification of the people. 

As for our fermons, be they never fo found and perfect, God’s 
word they are not, as the fermons of the prophets were; no, 
they arc but ambiguoufly termed his word, becaufe his word is 
commonly the fubjedl whereof they treat, and muft be the 
rule whereby they are framed. Hooker. 

This our life, exempt from publick haunt. 

Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
Se<mons in ftoncs, and good in everything. Slakefpeare. 
In his fermons unto the loldiers, and in open talk with the 
nobility, it (hould feem that he himfelf had been enough to 
have overthrown the Turks. Knol et's Hijlhfy of the Turk. 
Sermons he heard, yet not fo many 
As left no time to pradlife any: 

He heard them reverently, and then 
His practice preach’d them o’er again. Crafuenu. 

Many, while they have preached Chrift in their Jernton, 
have read a lecture of atheifm in their pradticc. Soutn 

His preaching much, but more his pradticc wrought; 

A \Wmgferdun of the truths he taught.' Dryden. 

To Se'rmon. v. a. \fermoner, Fr. from the noun.] 
x. To dilcourfe as in a fermon. , 

Some would rather have good difeipline delivered plainly pj 
way of precept, or fc-mon d at large, than thus cloudil) !i 
wrapped in allegorical devifes. openje ■ 

2. To tutor; to teach dogmatically ; to leflbn. 

Come, fermon me no farther: , . 

No villainous bounty yet hath paft my hcait. Shan, tun ■ 
Se'rmountain, or Stjtli. n.f. [fdex, Lat.] A plant. 

It hath a rofe and umbcllated flower, confifting 01 cv ^ 
leaves, which are ranged orbicularly, and reft on the en jl? a 
raent, which becomes a fruit compoled of two large o 
furrowed feeds, having foliaccotts ridges on one nee. 
thefe notes muft be added, that the lobes of the haves • 
large, long, and intire, excepting their extremity, where . 
arc {lightly cut into thiee parts. Miller. ^ Ty . 
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kWsitv. n.f. Ifmjitf, It] Tbin or watery part of the crowtl into a little fpace. Not received Into ufe, nor deferring 
,, .1 ' reception. 


blood 


guts 


uou. 

In thefe the fait and lixiviated ferofity is divided between the 
ts and the bladder ; but it remains undivided in birds. Brown. 
The tumour of the throat, which occafions the difficulty of 
fwallowina: and breathing, proceeds from a ferofity obftruch'ng 
the glands, which may be watery, cedematofe, and fchirrous, 
according to the vifeofity of the humour. Arbuthmt. 

SE'ROUS. adj. [fereux, French ; ferojus, Latin.] 

1. Thin; watery. Ufed of the part of the blood which fepa- 
rates in congelation from the grumous or red part. 

2. Adapted to the ferum. 

•This difeafe is commonly an extravafation of ferum, re¬ 
ceived in fome cavity of the body; for there may be alfo a 
dropfy by a dilatation of th eferous vellels, as that in the ova¬ 
rium Arbutbrt on Diet. 

SE'RPENT. n.f. [[erpens, Latin.] An animal that moves 
by undulation without legs. They are often venomous. They 
arc divided into two kinds; the viper, which brings young, 
and the fnake, that lays eggs. 

She was arrayed all in lily white. 

And in her right hand bore a cup of gold. 

With wine and water filled up to the height; 

In which a jerp.nt did himfelf enfold, 

That horror made to all that did behold. Fairy Queen. 

She ftruck me with her tongue, 

Moft ferpeni like, upon the very heart. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

They, or under ground, or circuit wide, 

With Jcrpcnt error wand’ring, found their way. Milton. 

Haplv piercing through the dark difguife, 

The chief I challeng’d : he wliofe pradtis’d wit 
Knew all the ferpent mazes of deceit, 

Eludes myToarch. Pope's Odyffey. 

Sk'h rt ntine. ad;. [Jerper.tinus, Lat. from ferpent.] 

1. Refembling a ferpent. 

1 craved of him to lead me to the top of this rock, with 
meaning to tree him Irom fo ferpentine a companion as I 

Sidney. 


am. 


This of ours is deferibed with legs, wings, a ferpentine and 
winding tail, and a creft or comb fomewhac like a cock. Brown. 
Nothing wants, but that thy fliapc 
Like his, and colour ferpentine, may ihew 
1 hy inward fraud. Milton's Paradife Loft. 

The figures and their parts ought to have a ferpentine and 
flaming form naturally: thefe forts of outlines have, I know 
not what of life and Teeming motion in them, which very 
much rcfcmbles the activity of the flame and ferpent. Dryden. 

2. W iitding like a ferpent; anfradluous. 

Nor can the fun 

Perfect a circle, or maintain his way 

One inch direct; but where he rofe to-day 

He comes no more, but with a cozening line 

Steals by that point, and fo is Jerpentine. Donne. 

His hand the adorned firmament difplay’d, 

I hde ferpentine, yet conftant motions made. Sandy;. 

How many fpacious countries does the Rhine, 

In winding banks, and mazes ferpentine, 

I raverfe, before he fplits in Eclgia’s plain, 

. And, loft in land, creeps to the German main ? Blackmore 

Se rpentine. f. An herb. Ai.-fworth. 

Se rpentine Stone, n.f. 

I here were three fpecies of this ftonc known among the 
ancients, all refembling one another, and celebrated for the 
lame virtues. They were all of the marble kind: the one 
w,is green, variegated with fpots of black, thence called the 
Dack ophites; another, called the white ophites, was "reen 
alio, but variegated with fpots of white: the third was called 
fnri na, 'i a u 7 '\°i a 8 rc y colour , variegated with fmall black 
foun 1 u u fir • fpec,es was chiefl y wM •" medicine, and 
^ l'’ C,entS ° n, y‘ n E gyPG but it is frequent in the 
and k 2 ’, m the . iflands 0, ‘ ‘he Archipelago, in Italy, 

and we have whole quarnes of it in Wales. The ancients tell 

of fern/! Wa u a Cma ‘ n rcmcd y a S ainft thc P°'P° n of the bite 
lerpents ; but it is now juftly rejected. HilTs Mat. Med. 

which b^V?k S , Part 3 - b0ttlc madc of a H^ineftone, 

infufed th? r qU r ,,ty t0 g ‘ Ve a ">' winc or watcr > that {hall be 

Zn of ,I P ° f ° Ur anJ tWCm > r 1,ours ’ 'he tafte and o P cra- 

Hhe f^ n fp3W ; Water ; and !S V *y m edicinablc for the cure 
tne Ipieen and gravel. ,,, .. 

Se rpents Tongue, n.f. An herb , 

» / A Jrn. ff""’: 

"ppigk K0US ‘ * JJ ■ Difcaw S a 

Stereo. n.f [Latin.] A kind of 

n th y °vvn bowels, which do call thee fire, 

Fn°r CUr r C thc , g0ut ’ and thc rheum, 

or ending thee no fooncr. r et • r 

W tighUta’nd^ " i,h P ai “ <“< : US'* I'S. >/$Ton 

T ° ”• t> r<T > French.] To drive hard tog 


reception. 

The frowning and knitting of the brows is a gathering or 
ferring of the fpirits, to refill in fome meafure; and alfo this 
knitting will follow upon earpeft ftudying, though it be with¬ 
out difiike. Bacon's Nat. Hiftory. 

Heat attenuates and fends forth thc fpirit of a body, and 
upon that the more grofs parts contract and ferr thcmfelves 
together. Bacon. 

Se'rrate. 1 adj. [ferratus, Latin.] Formed with jags or 

Se'rrated. J indentures like the edge of a faw. 

All that have ferrate teeth arc carnivorous. Ray. 

The common heron hath long legs for wading, a long neck 
anfwerable thereto to reach prey, a wide throat to pouch it, 
and long toes with ftrong hooked talons, one of which is re¬ 
markably ferrate on the edge. Derham's Phyftco-Tbeology. 

This ftick is usually knotted, and always armed : one of 
them with a curious Ihark’s tooth near an inch long, and in¬ 
dented or Jerrated on both edges: a feurvy weapon. Grew. 

Serra'tion. n.f. [from Jerra, Latin.] Formation in thc 
fhape of a faw. 

Se'rrature. n.f [from ferra, Latin.] Indenture like teeth 

of faws. 

Thefe are ferrated on the edges; but thc ferratures are 
deeper and grofler than in any or the reft. JVoodward. 

To Se'rry. v. a. f Jerrer , French ; ferrate, Italian.] To prefs 
clofe; to drive hard together. For Jerry Bacon ufes ferr ; but 
neither Jcrr nor ferry arc received. 

With them rofe 

A foreft huge of fpears; and thronging helms 
Appeal’d, and ferried Ihields in thick array, 

Of death immeafurable. Milton's Paradife Lofi. 

Fouldiffipation follow’d, and forc’d rout; 

Nor ferv’d it to relax their ferried files. Milton's Par. Lof. 

SERVANT, n.f. [fervant, French; fervus, Latin.] 

1. One who attends another, and a£ts at his command. The 
correlative of maftcr. 

We are one in fortune; both 

F'ell by our fervants, by thofe men we lov’d moft. Shakefp. 

1 had rather be a country Jervant maid. 

Than a great queen with this condition. Shak. R. III. 

He difdain’d not 

Thenceforth the form of fervant to aftume. Milton. 

For mafter or for fervant here to call 
Was all alike, where only two were all. Dryden . 

2. One in a ftate of fubjcdlion. Unufual. 

Being unprepar’d. 

Our will became the fervant to defe£l. 

Which clfe fhouid free have wrong’d. Shak. Aiacbe'.b. 

3. A word of civility ufed to fuperiours or equals. 

This fubjedtion ,due from all men to all men, is fomething 
more than thc compliment of courfc, when our betters tell us 
they arc our humble fervants, but underftand us to be their 
flaves. Szvi j h 

ToSe'rvant . v. a. [from the noun.] Tofubjcdt. Not in ufe. 

My affairs 

Are fervanted to others : though I owe 
My revenge properly, remiffion lies 

.-p* i^olfdan breads. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

1 o oERv E. v. a. [fervir. Flench ; fervio, Latin.] 

1. 1 o attend at command. 

Becaufe thou art my brother, ftioulJ’ft thou therefore ferve 
me for nought? G^.xxix. 15. 

A goddefs among gods ador’d, and frvd 
By angels numberlefs, thy daily train. Milton 

2. 1 o obey fervilely or meanly. 

r " hen wealthy, {hew thy wifdom not to be 

To wealth a fervant, but make wealth ferve thee. Denham. 

3. I o lupply with food cercmoniouflv. 

Others, pamper’d in their fhamelcfs pride, 

Ar eferv'd in plate, and in their chariots ride. Dryden. 

4. 1 o bring as a menial attendant. 

Bid them cover thc tabic; ferve in the meat, and we will 
come in to dinner. Shakefp. Mcrch. of Venice. 

boon after our dinner was ferved in, which was right o- 0 od 
viands, both for bread and meat: we had alfo drink of three 
forts, all who’fome and good. Bacon. 

Bcfmeared with the horrid juice of fepia, they danced a lit¬ 
tle in phantaftick pofturcs, retired a while, and'then returned 
Jervmg up a banquet as at folemn funerals. Ta\ler 

Some part he roafts; then feme; it up fo dreft 
And bids me welcome to this humble fcaft: 

Mov’d with difdain, 

I with avenging flames thc palace burn’d. Dryden. 

L r( V f e / SrTle mefs f hou!d tefwrd «p again for fupper, and 
breakfaft next mornmg. J buthn. Hiftory of John Bull. 

5. fo be fubfervient or fuhordinate to. 7 J J 


Bodies bright and greater fhouid not ferve 
i he lefs not brieht. 


6. To fupply with any thing. 
Fhev that ferve the cir.-, 


Milton. 


of Jfrael. 


fhall ferve it out of all the tribes 
£xek. xlviii. iq. 

7. To 

























































































































